[image: ]Waterside Primary Academy 
Blackhorse Avenue, Chesham, Buckinghamshire HP5 1QU
Telephone: 01494 786608	
Email: office@watersideprimaryacademy.org  
Website: www.watersideprimaryacademy.org

Head of School:  Mrs Jacqui Blackmore	

11th July 2025
Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: School Uniform Update – September Implementation 
Following the Department for Education’s guidance (November 2021) on reducing the cost of school uniforms and minimising the number of branded items, we have reviewed our current uniform expectations to ensure they are affordable, inclusive, and accessible for all families. 
As part of this process, we spoke to staff, parents, and children to understand their views on our current uniform. The feedback showed a shared value for having a smart and consistent appearance but also raised concerns about the cost and practicality of branded items, particularly the green logo tops for daily wear. 
To explore this further, we carried out a “secret shop” to compare the costs of our current uniform with alternatives available locally. This confirmed that our current branded items can be significantly more expensive. We also researched the cost of white polo shirts and white shirts, finding that all major local supermarkets offer these items at much lower prices, often in multipacks. 
Additionally, we explored inclusive clothing options for pupils with special educational needs. Both Marks & Spencer and Asda offer adapted school uniform ranges, designed with features such as softer fabrics, easy fastenings, and sensory-friendly labels to support children who may have additional needs related to dressing and comfort. 
New Uniform Expectations (from September): 
· Key Stage 1 (Nursery – Year 2) 
· Plain white polo top  
· Key Stage 2 (Year 3 – Year 6): 
· Plain white shirt (long or short-sleeved; no logo required) 
· Bottoms (all year groups): 
· Black trousers, school skirt, school pinafore/dress or school shorts (no logo) 
· Optional summer wear (all year groups): 
· Green checked summer dress or playsuit 
· Socks and Tights: 
· Black or white socks or black tights 
· Footwear: 
· Black smart school shoes (no trainers or open-toe sandals) 
· Outerwear: 
· Green logo jumper or cardigan 
· Bags: 
· A green logo book bag is part of the standard uniform for younger children. Older pupils may bring a small, plain rucksack or the school logo backpack.  






PE Kit (Updated): 
The PE kit will remain the same for the time being. However, children may now wear their logo green polo shirt for PE if they prefer, as many pupils have said the current PE top material is hot and uncomfortable. 
· Children may continue to wear either their logo PE top or the logo green polo shirt on PE days. 
· Black shorts or joggers 
· Plain black trainers should be worn for PE. 
· PE kit should continue to be worn only on PE days, following the current class timetable. 
Looking Ahead 
 
Over time, we will continue to review and make further small tweaks to the uniform to ensure it stays practical, cost-effective, and suitable for all pupils, while still reflecting our school values and identity. We aim to introduce a tie for KS2 and will inform you as soon as they are available. Over time V-Neck jumpers with the Waterside logo will become available as stock of the sweatshirt depletes.  
We appreciate your continued support in ensuring our pupils wear the correct uniform and take pride in representing our school. If you have any questions about this change, or would like support sourcing items, including adapted clothing for specific needs, please contact the school office. 
Thank you for your understanding and support as we work to keep our school uniform smart, simple, and affordable for all. 
Yours sincerely 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Waterside Team
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