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The Year of Reading 2026!
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are excited to share that Waterside Primary Academy will be fully embracing and actively participating in the National Year of Reading 2026, a wonderful nationwide drive to inspire people of all ages to rediscover the joy of reading and make it part of everyday life. Reading opens doors to new worlds, fuels imagination, and strengthens thinking skills, and this year provides a fantastic opportunity for our whole community to come together and celebrate the power and pleasure of reading.
This initiative, led by the Department for Education in partnership with the National Literacy Trust, aims to reconnect children, families, and communities with reading and show how it can link to their interests and passions – whether that’s music, sports, cooking, family-time, sci-fi, or anything else they love.
At Waterside, we are proud of how we have raised the profile of reading across the school over the past two years through many initiatives. This year, we aim to celebrate these achievements while also enhancing and further developing our reading opportunities for all children. Across the school, we have enhanced and continue to grow our school library, reading corners in every classroom, a wide range of books for Accelerated Reader, and reading volunteers supporting every class. These initiatives ensure that reading is accessible, engaging, and celebrated across the school, and we will continue to build on this provision throughout the year.
We also want to actively involve parents and carers, helping make reading an exciting, shared experience. Your support can inspire confidence, imagination, and a lifelong love of books.
Some of the exciting activities and opportunities planned this year include:
· Parent Workshops – practical tips to support reading at home
· Parent Reading Collaborative Sessions – with professionals from Bucks; for example, “Make Stories Sparkle” in Reception and “George’s Marvellous Medicine” in Year 3
· Reading Cafés – enjoy reading and storytelling sessions with your child
· World Book Day – fun celebrations to inspire a love of books
· Book Fairs – giving children the chance to explore and select books they enjoy
· Visits to Chesham Library – extending reading beyond school
· Y6 Trust-wide Spelling Bee
· Poetry Day - Poetry Day will give children the opportunity to write, read and illustrate poetry and share their creations with parents in school.
· Reading at Home Challenge – further details to be shared by Mrs Orchard soon
· National Storytelling Week (January/February) – a chance for children and families to share, listen to, and create stories together
· Secret Readers in School – if this is something that interests you, we would love for parents, carers, or family members to come into school and read to the children. It’s a wonderful way to inspire a love of reading and share your favourite stories.
We warmly encourage all families to take part wherever they can, whether it’s reading together at home, attending school events, joining reading challenges, or becoming a Secret Reader. Every shared reading or storytelling moment strengthens your child’s skills and enjoyment of reading.
We are excited to work with you to make 2026 a year in which every child and every family can explore the joy of reading and storytelling together. Thank you for supporting our efforts to inspire the next generation of lifelong readers.
Happy Reading!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kind regards, 
Mrs Blackmore
Headteacher
Waterside Primary Academy
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