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Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer break and enjoyed some special time with family and friends. We are very excited to welcome you and your children back to school for the start of the new academic year.
A new school year always brings fresh opportunities, and we are looking forward to building on the many positives highlighted in our Ofsted report. Inspectors recognised the strong sense of community in our school, the high levels of care and support shown to children, and the exciting opportunities provided through our curriculum. These are real strengths that we are proud of, and this year we will continue to develop these areas while also striving to move forward and achieve even more together.
Our school motto, “Happy children learn”, continues to be at the heart of everything we do. We want every child to enjoy coming to school, feel safe and valued, and achieve their very best.
During the first week back, we will be running our “Growing Great Learners” programme, which will give children the chance to settle into their new classes and get to know their new teachers. This important transition time will also be used to set expectations for the year ahead and remind children of our school values:
· Caring – looking after ourselves, each other, and our school.
· Attitude – showing positivity and determination in everything we do.
· Respect – treating everyone and everything with kindness.
· Effort – always trying our best and never giving up.
· Safety – making safe and sensible choices so everyone can thrive.
These values, alongside our motto, shape the culture of our school and help every child to feel that they belong, can grow, and will thrive.

We are really looking forward to seeing the children looking smart and ready for learning in their updated school uniform. This year, pupils in Key Stage 2 will be wearing white shirts with school ties, while those in EYFS and Key Stage 1 will be in white polo shirts. We are excited about this refreshed look and the sense of pride it brings to our school community. Thank you for supporting us in ensuring that children wear their uniform with pride each day.

The first few weeks will be about settling back into routines and supporting the children as they reconnect with their friends, teachers, and learning. You will soon receive information from your child’s class teacher about the curriculum, routines, and any key dates for this term. All diary dates for the year are also available on our school website and will be shared in newsletters and the school calendar.



[bookmark: _GoBack]We are also delighted to share that our Parent Teacher Association (PTA) has another exciting year of events planned, starting with the AGM on the 3rd October. At this meeting they will vote in new PTA committee members (Chair/Co-chair, Secretary/Co-secretary, Treasurer), so if you are interested in being a part of the PTA committee please let them know by the 10th September.
This is a fantastic way to get involved in school life, and we hope to see as many of you as possible there.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance or get in touch with the school office. My door is always open, and I am looking forward to working with you all in partnership to make this another successful year at Waterside.
Thank you for your continued support. Together, we can make this year a wonderful one for every child.
With best wishes,
Mrs J Blackmore
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